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Featured Teacher: Lisa Siese 
Class size: 
Somerset Primary, Primary Six 

What was the activity and how did you get the idea? 

Students wrote non-chronological reports on the topic of their choice. This is a unit from the Cambridge curriculum. In the planning stage, I worked closely with my co-teacher, Tamika Williams, and the literacy coordinator, Charisa Lowe. In addition, Miss Williams and I shared the execution stage as we used both scheduled IT time and literacy time for the students to work on this writing project.
What subjects  and objectives were integrated for the project? 

Literacy (including reading, and particularly guided reading as well as writing), IT, Mathematics (many students carried out surveys and used graphs), and in some individual cases, Social Studies and Science. Objectives centred on those from the Cambridge curriculum as well as IT/ICT.

What did you have to do at the planning stage? 

We decided how we were going to tackle this project, and agreed that it was an excellent one to take to the publishing stage. We looked in some detail at the objectives for that unit, and how best to tie them into the reading part of the unit which we were in the middle of at the time of planning.
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What was the most challenging aspect during the project: 

The most challenging part was managing the conferencing with individual students. My class had just finished a project using PowerPoint, so they knew quite a lot about manipulating text and images etc., but Word is a bit different and in some ways more challenging – if more rewarding at the end! For the students, the most [image: image3.jpg]


challenging part was making sure they had enough RELIABLE information about the topic they had selected.

How did the students benefit? 

They grew as writers and their understanding of how to use Word was hugely improved.

How long did the project take? 

Not including the time spent looking at features of this kind of text, it took 5 weeks.

What will you remember to do differently next time? 

Go to editing on hard copies much sooner! 

What would you recommend to teachers who want to try this project? 

Allow enough time, make a grading rubric before the project starts, and give students enough time to explore examples of the kind of thing you are expecting.









