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School: Somerset Primary, Primary 5, 13 students
· What was the activity and how did you get the idea? 

We studied feature articles in both the reading and writing workshop;  Students used Microsoft Publisher to publish their feature articles at the end of the unit of study.

· What subjects and objectives were integrated for the project?  

Reading, Writing, Science, and IT

· What did you have to do at the planning stage?  

I had to compile packets of feature articles for students to read and learn from.  These articles served as mentor texts as students wrote their own articles.  I also had to think of the main things I wanted students to learn about being a reader and writer of feature articles.  Once I had the big ideas, I fleshed them out across various mini-lessons.  I had to plan my own feature article in order to model the process.  I also had to plan a field trip to the Youth Library.  Students checked out resources for their research.

· What was the most challenging aspect during the project?
I had to have publishing conferences with each student before they printed their articles.  This was quite time consuming, yet worth it!

· How did the students benefit?  

Students learned how to navigate informational text and read various text features.  Students also learned how to organize an article using Microsoft Publisher.  They were able to create text boxes and columns.  They also learned to search for pictures online and place them appropriately into their article.  A part of the picture placement included inserting, rotating and resizing illustrations.  Students also discovered how to use shapes such as arrows and Word Art.   
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How long did the project take?
The total unit from the reading of feature articles to the publishing of them was about 5 weeks.  The actual writing of the articles, from the planning stage to the publishing stage, was about 4 weeks.

· What will you remember to do differently next time?
I would do two things: take greater opportunity to integrate more Social Studies into the study in order to reinforce those concepts and use more peer coaching with the use of Microsoft Publisher.  It was quite time consuming sitting with each student when they needed assistance.  More peer tutoring would have been beneficial. 

· What would you recommend to teachers who want to try this project?

Be sure to immerse students into read a-louds of feature articles first and chart what they are noticing about how authors of feature articles lay out and craft their pieces.  This inquiry and charting will guide the rest of the unit.  For lower year levels, it may be better to give students a template to work from when publishing their articles.  The P5 students worked well with creating their design from scratch.  However, this may be challenging for P4 students.  By integrating IT with the publishing of students' articles, I could cover objectives from both the writing and IT curriculum.   We only have one class period per week scheduled to teach IT.  This is not enough time unwrap the IT objectives.  Combining writing workshop with IT was an excellent use of time.

